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     ACT 1  

• Scene 1- Monday 
 Lights up SL- The entire stage is divided in half by a wall/fence just tall enough that it 

cannot be seen over in the back but reduced in height down to nothing as it gets closer to the 

front of the stage.  The goal is to create the idea of a wall separating the back yards of two 

neighboring houses.  (SR garden is darkened in this scene).  

  A woman can be seen lying in a lounge chair reading a magazine, drinking a glass of 

iced tea, and listening to the radio on the table beside her.  The woman is singing along with a 

pre-recorded Johnny Cash segment.  “I fell into a burning ring of fire. I fell down, down, down, 

and the flames got higher, and it burns, burns, burns, burns, that ring of fire, that ring of fire”.  

(perhaps she absently rubs her finger where her missing wedding ring once set)  

 Her friend, Hobart walks in from SL  

mopping his forehead with his handkerchief and cuts the radio off after the fourth “burn”.  Ellie 

continues to sing the words “Ring of Fire” in her best Johnny Cash imitation as though the music 

is still playing but stops singing when Hobart starts talking. 

Hobart Rothchild III – “Ring of Fire”.  What a perfect theme song for the South. 

Ellie, how in the world can you just sit out here in this blasted heat and humidity?  

Wipes his forehead with a handkerchief.  This is the third shirt I’ve put on today!  A 

Rothchild should never sweat…….  We always pay people to sweat for us.  You 

know, I had my doubts about moving my company south to “Hot” lanta, but the 

one bright spot, swats at a mosquito, in this wretched place was meeting you.  

Sighs- I suppose Boston, decent weather, and real civilization are only a corporate 

jet away. 
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Ellie- Looks up from her magazine- Well, fortunately for you, Atlanta has a wonderful 

airport.   The South will grow on you, Hobart.  Why, before you know it, you’ll be 

driving a beat-up old pickup truck, wearing cowboy boots, and watching NASCAR. 

Hobart- Indignant- Never!  It’s one thing to be in the country, haughtily- it’s another 

to be of it.   

Ellie shakes her head, smiles, and goes back to reading her magazine.  Hobart goes over to her, 

pulls out a ring box, starts to get on one knee, stops, places his handkerchief on the ground, and 

then places his knee on the handkerchief.    

Hobart- I’ll ask you for the hundredth time Ellie, marry me!  I know you care for 

me, and we already spend so much of our time together, we’re practically like an 

old married couple already. We just need to make it official.   

Ellie puts her magazine down and takes Hobart’s hands. 

Ellie- I do care for you Hobart.  You have been such a dear friend to me this last 

year. I don’t know what I would have done without you, but…. I’m not sure this is 

the right time for a wedding. 

Hobart- Enthusiastic as he pulls her to her feet- It’s the perfect time. Why put it off? 

Just get your husband to sign the divorce papers.  Less enthusiastic as he rotates his 

head watching another mosquito that he finally swats on his arm- After we call an 

exterminator, we could even have the engagement party and the wedding right 

here in your garden. Come on Ellie! It’s time you moved on with your life. 

Ellie- You’ve been very patient, Hobart.  I just need a little more time to break the 

news to Samantha.  She’s crazy about her dad, and I think she’s always had this 

silly romantic notion that Dallas and I would get back together some day. The 
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separation has been difficult for her.   Hobart, I wish you and Samantha would at 

least try to get along with each other.  She is my daughter and if we did get 

married someday, she’d be your daughter too. 

Hobart- shudders and replies in an irritated manner. I’m not the problem, Ellie.  Your 

daughter needs to grow up.  She’s not a little girl anymore, and as for her 

philandering father, I don’t think Dallas Frazier has left that little backwoods 

Alabama town since his band broke up.  Surely, even a washed-up country 

bumpkin like him is bright enough to put his X on a sheet of paper. 

Ellie- Walks over and puts her arm around him- Don’t be such a grump, Darling.  Dallas 

will sign the divorce papers.  I’ll talk to Samantha.  If anyone can talk some sense 

into that ornery, mule-headed man, she can.  Discussing Dallas makes her angry and 

she comes to a decision.  You know what? Grabs the ring box but does not take out the ring.  

Let’s do it! This garden would be the perfect place for a wedding. Hobart hugs her.  

Hobart- It’s settled then.  We’ll get married this weekend! 

Ellie- Backs away panicked- Wait! What! This weekend?  We couldn’t possibly plan a 

wedding by then.  Maybe we should wait a while!  Perhaps a June wedding, 

maybe Christmas or even this time next year!  There’s nothing wrong with a long 

engagement! 

Hobart- Come on Ellie.  Let’s be spontaneous.  No more second guessing.  I can 

just picture it.  We’ll have a small soiree here Thursday night to announce our 

engagement, a rehearsal Saturday night and the wedding on Sunday.  You and 

your girlfriend’s can even go out Friday night for a big bachelorette party.  You 

don’t have to worry about any of it.  I’ll have my company’s event planner handle 

all the details.  The only thing you need to do is supply the guest list. 
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Ellie- It’s not going to be easy getting my family and friends to Atlanta by Sunday.  

Hobart- I’ll fly them in myself! First class!  Money is no object! Trust me, this 

wedding is going to be perfect.  We’ll honeymoon in the Hamptons.  Culture and 

refinement await.   

Hobart kisses her on the cheek and exits.  A spotlight shines on a confused Ellie as she moves 

toward the front of the stage.   

Ellie- tries to convince herself as she looks at the ring box- Maybe he’s right.  Maybe it is 

time to move on.  I would be crazy to turn down a man like Hobart, a good man, a 

solid, stable man who is clearly wild about me.  She begins to work herself into a fury.  

A man who doesn’t go on tour all the time.  A man who doesn’t choose his 

childish, dip stick friends over me every- single- time. A man who can be faithful 

to the only woman who ever loved him.   Settles herself down and says with 

determination Music Cue- as she opens the box and puts the ring on.  Maybe it is time to 

be spontaneous.  

I Didn’t Know My Own Strength -Backup singers provide harmony 

I've been living with a heart on the mend, 

wondering how I’ll ever be strong. 

I know I'll live to love again. 

I just leaned on you too long. 

It's been an uphill fight, 

but I'm going to be alright. 

 

I didn't know my own strength 

till I had to pick myself up 

and carry on without your love. 

I'm getting back on my feet. 

It’s been a long hard fall, 

but I'll make it after all 

No, I didn't know my own strength 
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Break 

 

I've had oceans of tears to get through 

and the weight of the world on my mind. 

There's been mountains of memories to lose 

and I've been beating back the blows to my pride. 

 

Then the times got tough 

and I knew what I was made of. 

 

I didn't know my own strength 

till I had to pick myself up 

and carry on without your love. 

I'm getting back on my feet. 

It’s been a long hard fall, 

but I'll make it after all 

No, I didn't know my own strength 

 

Spotlight off and Ellie goes back into her garden.  
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• Scene 2- Moments later 

A young lady enters  

Samantha- Hi Mom! 

Ellie- Ellie quickly covers her hand and the engagement ring.  Hi Sam!  I was just about to 

call you.   

Samantha- I just dropped by to see if you wanted to go out to lunch.  Is 

something going on? 

Ellie- I need to talk to you.  You might want to sit down for this. She moves Samantha 

to a chair. Samantha, you know that Hobart and I have been seeing a lot of each 

other since your dad and I split up. 

Samantha- disgusted Hobart Rothchild the third.  She mockingly imitates him. “Sam, 

it’s a shame you didn’t apply to a prestigious college like Haaavard.” Disdainfully-

Like I would waste my time going to any school that didn’t have an SEC football 

team. That man wouldn’t know the difference between a pigskin and a pork rind. 

Ellie- Samantha, he doesn’t mean anything by it.  He just wants the very best for 

you, and besides, you know Hobart is just a family name.  The Rothchild’s are New 

England Royalty.  His ancestors came over here on the Mayflower! 

Samantha- Well, according to Daddy……. his ancestors were already here, and 

Hobart’s folks have been trashing the place ever since they got off the boat. 

 Ellie- annoyed- Don’t pay any attention to your father.  He thinks the sun comes 

up each day just to hear him crow.  Hobart has been very good to me since your 
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daddy and I separated.  You might as well know that …. dramatic pause as she gathers 

her courage…. Hobart has asked me to marry him. 

Samantha- snickers- Was he very upset when you laughed at him and told him no. 

Ellie- aggravated No, Sam, he was very pleased when I told him yes. 

Samantha- Dismayed- Mother, you can’t do that!  What about Dad?  You guys still 

love each other, I know it. 

Ellie- Your dad is your dad, and I would never say anything bad about him in front 

of you, she turns her back to Sam, even though he is the most prideful, stubborn, 

infuriating, horses rear end I have ever met. 

Samantha- appalled- Mother! 

Ellie- Turns back to face Sam- I’m sorry, Sam.  I’m just upset. This is all happening so 

fast.  The bottom line is that your Dad and I just couldn’t make it work. It’s time 

for me to move on. 

Samantha- Mother, tell me the truth, do you love Hobart? 

Elle- evasive- Samantha, this last year has been a lonely time for me, and Hobart 

has been a good and loyal friend. 

Samantha- If you want a good and loyal friend, why don’t you just buy a dog?   

Ellie- irritated- Samantha, you’re being ridiculous. 

Samantha- Can you at least tell me what happened between you and Dad.  I 

mean, why did you just up and leave him like that? 

Ellie- What did your Dad tell you? 
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Samantha- He wouldn’t say.  He said I’d have to ask you.  Grins- The guys in the 

band said that you were going through the change of life and the hot flashes 

burned away all your common sense.  

Ellie- drily- You know those guys are idiots. 

Samantha- Yeah, but they love me, and they’d do anything for Daddy. 

Ellie- They’re loyal idiots. I’ll give them that.  I don’t want to talk about your Dad, 

anymore, Sam.  The past is the past.  It’s time for me to start the next chapter of 

my life. 

Samantha- So, when is this travesty of a wedding taking place. 

Ellie- This Sunday. 

Samantha- jumps to her feet-What? 

Ellie- pleads- Please, Sam, I need you to be there by my side.  Who else could be 

my maid of honor? Ellie hugs a reluctant Sam. 

Sam- Sullen- Have you told Dad your big news? 

Ellie- bitterly- No, your dad and I are still not speaking.  Hesitates- I know it’s a lot to 

ask, Pumpkin, but I thought…. maybe you could talk to him.  Make him see 

reason.  He needs to sign those divorce papers.  The last time I brought it up, we 

got into an enormous argument, and I just don’t want to go through that again.   

Samantha- Mom, No! 

Ellie- Yes, Sam, please, promise me that you’ll talk to your dad.  I need your help!  

This is not easy for me either.  She exits SL, upset and dabbing at her eyes. 
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 Samantha- with determination as she watches Ellie exit- MUSIC CUE - I know you still 

love him, Mom, whether you realize it or not!   

Don’t Let Your Love Start Slipping Away (slightly revised lyrics) Harmony Key of Eb- Backup 

singers with band. 

 

A wounded love 

Walks a real thin line 

And no communication 

Will kill it every time 

So open up your heart 

There’s still time to work it out 

'Cause you've had the kind of love 

People dream about. 

 

Don't let your love start slippin' 

Love start slippin' away 

'Cause the life you've been livin' 

Gets harder everyday 

Don't let your love start slippin' 

Love start slippin' away 

 

It's almost past the point of no return. 

Please find a way to just hold on 

 

Break 

 

Don't let your love start slippin' 

Love start slippin' away 

'Cause the life you've been livin' 

Gets harder everyday 

Don't let your love start slippin' 

Love start slippin' away 

 
Tag 
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Don't let your love start slippin' 

Love start slippin' away 

 

Sam- I’ll talk to Dad alright.  I’ll talk to him right now. I’ve got to put a stop to this!  
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• Scene 3- moments later 

Samantha pulls out her cell phone, sits down, gathers herself, and makes a call.  Lights now 

come up SR. Her father, Dallas, answers.  He is holding a guitar and looking at a map on his 

desk. (The staging here is tricky.  Dallas needs to be in front of the curtain as far right as 

possible, so he does not appear to be part of the darkened men’s garden scene, which is visible 

SR, behind him.  He is singing and playing along with a Hank Williams tune Cold Cold Heart 

playing on the radio as the lights come up. 

D the more I learn to care for you the more we D7drift G apart  

why A7can't I free your doubtful mind and melt your cold, cold D heart.  

 
Dallas- his cell phone rings, and he cuts off the radio- Hello! 

 He looks down at the screen as though he is using speaker phone, as does Samantha. 

Samantha- Sadly- Hey Daddy, how are things in Guntersville?  Did you have a good 

weekend? 

Dallas- excited and upbeat- Baby, I am grinning like a possum that just swallowed a 

sweet potato!  You’re not going to believe it, but The Pine Mountain Boys are 

about to be inducted into the Alabama Country Music Hall of Fame.  We done 

been snatched out of the jaws of obscurity!  I’m getting calls from all over the 

country wanting us to perform.   Looks at map as he considers different cities. I’m just 

trying to figure right now which city we’re going to open in.  
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Samantha- That’s great news Dad, but I’m afraid I’ve got some really bad news. 

Dallas- Really bad news? Let me guess ……., How’s your momma?  She still 

hanging out with that stuff shirt carpet bagger with the stupid name. 

Samantha- It’s worse than that Daddy.  She wants me to get you to sign some 

kind of divorce papers.  She and Hobart are planning to get married this Sunday.    

Dallas- alarmed- This Sunday! This Sunday, as in six days from now this Sunday.  

Samantha- Yes, Daddy!  This Sunday.  It doesn’t make any sense.  It’s obvious that 

she still loves you.  

Dallas- Hopeful- Really?  Did she say that? 

Samantha- hesitates- I just talked to her, and I can honestly say that I have never 

heard her go on and on about you like she just did.  Do you still love her, Daddy? 

Dallas- With all my heart Baby Girl! I love that woman more than a fat kid loves 

cake. 

Samantha- Pleads- Then do something!  We can’t let Hobart rush her into this 

wedding.  You need to get over here. 

Dallas- I’m fixin to load up my truck and head your way.  Atlanta is as good a place 

as any to open this tour.  You just text me her new address, and I’ll get a place 

close by and have the boys meet me there.    

This is all my fault, Sammy.  I’ve let this thing with your momma go on too long. 

You don’t worry baby girl.  There ain’t gonna be no wedding!   Lights out SL on a 

pleased Samantha as she exits texting. 
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Dallas ends the call, wads up the map, and throws it into a waste basket.  He hears a ding and 

looks down at his phone as he receives a text from Samantha.  He jots down the address on a 

notepad and presses some numbers on his phone.  After a moment he says, 

Dallas- Southern Realty, yeah, this is Dallas Frazier.  I know this is short notice, but 

my band and I are opening our reunion tour in Atlanta this week and I’m looking 

for some rental property big enough for us to hold rehearsals. He puts on his reading 

glasses and looks at the note he has written. I need something as close to 431 Sandal 

Wood Lane as I can get. Knowing my wife, it’s probably in one of those ritzy, high 

society neighborhoods.   Listens to the realty person, uh huh, uh huh, oh wow, the 

house right next door can be leased.  Shoot, next door would be perfect!  I’ll put a 

check in the mail today.  Hangs up- I’ve got a wedding to stop.   

Dallas- Sad and disgusted Music Cue- How did I let things get in such a mess! 

Dallas moves to the front of the stage and sings SR.  Lights slowly come up SL as Ellie comes 

back into her garden during his first verse and waters the flowers.  Both have individual 

spotlights but neither acknowledges the other’s presence.   When Dallas gets to the chorus, Ellie 

goes to the front of the stage and sings a duet with him. The scrim/curtain drops behind them to 

allow PMB’s musical instruments and duffle bags to be placed in the garden scene SR for the 

next scene. 

 Another Try Duet Ellie and Dallas- Key of Bb  

All the things I've felt and never shared. 

All the times that she was lonely with me there. 

Tears I wouldn't let fall from my eyes. 

And how I let her go without a fight. 

 

The reasons I'm alone, I know by heart. 

But I don't wanna spend forever in the dark. 
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I swear next time I'll hang on for dear life. 

If love ever gives me another try. 

 

There's no changing things that we regret. 

The best that we can hope for is one more chance. 

If the hands of time could just move in reverse. 

I wouldn't make the same mistake again with her. 

 

The reasons I'm alone, I know by heart. 

But I don't wanna spend forever in the dark. 

I swear next time I'll hang on for dear life. 

If love ever gives me another try. 

 

Oh, the reasons I'm alone I know by heart. 

But I don't wanna spend forever in the dark. 

I swear next time I'll hang on for dear life, 

If love ever gives me another try. 

Oh if love ever gives me another try. 

 

Lights out and Ellie exits SL and Dallas SR.         
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• Scene 4-Three days later/Thursday 

Scrim/curtain lifts.  SL is now darkened. Lights come up SR, on the garden next to Ellie’s that is 

also filled with Greek columns, flowers, and other greenery.  The three guys who make up the 

rest of the PM Boys enter SR. The dialogue in red is the only thing that would need to be 

changed to make Hank Jr., Hank Sr. if the decision is made to go with four older guys. 

Merle- Looks around in wonder- Wow!  This place sure is swanky.  Beats all those 

roach motels we stayed in when we first started out.  Puts his arm around Hank and 

says, “Hank, your daddy would have loved this place.  I miss him every day, looks 

upwards but I know he’s looking down on us from a finer mansion than anything in 

this fancy neighborhood.   

Willie- nods in agreement- We’re all tickled you could step in for him.  Keeps the 

Pine Mt. Boys in the family.   

Hank- Thanks guys!  I know this is where Dad would want me to be, and besides, 

you don’t turn down a chance to be one of the legendary Pine Mountain Boys.  

Looks around and says in a worried voice.   I just hope a fancy place like this isn’t costing 

too much.  My wife’s already pretty mad at me. 

Merle- You don’t worry.  Dallas says this one’s on him, and when Dallas Frasier 

tells you something you can take it to the bank.  The only time I ever heard him 

tell a fib, he started s-s-stuttering worse than M-M-M-Mel Tillis.  

Willie- So what’s the deal?  Why did we have to drop everything and be in Atlanta 

by Thursday?  I figured we’d at least do Nashville first. 

Hank- Oh, it’s not just the music.  We’re killing two birds with one stone.  

Samantha told me that some Yankee with enough money to burn a wet mule has 
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talked Ellie into dumping Dallas and marrying him three days from now. We ain’t 

gonna let him get away with it.   

Merle- I don’t know.  This sounds like one of those karma things to me. It’s all 

kind of fuzzy now but wasn’t Ellie the reason the Pine Mountain Boys split up in 

the first place. 

Willie- disgusted- No Yoko.  You were.  If you’ll remember, we were at the top of 

the charts when you had to, makes air quotes, “pursue” your solo career. 

Merle- defensively- Hey, I had some things I wanted to try, and you guys were 

holding me back. 

Hank- Says the next three words with incredulity- COUNTRY- RAP- MUSIC?  How did that 

work out for you? 

Merle- defensively- You might say it was an idea before it’s time.  OK, fine, we’ll 

help Dallas. 

Dallas walks in and motions the guys over. 

Dallas- wearing a different shirt to indicate time passage from Scene 3- Thanks for coming 

over here so quick boys.  It sure is good to have you back, Merle.  Shakes Merle’s 

hand.  Alright, it’s already Thursday, and we open tomorrow night, so we’ve got a 

lot of ground to cover. MUSIC CUE Merle, lets do your song about growing up in 

the counry. Guys take their places behind mics that have been set up.   

Mountain Music- Merle- harmony 

Oh, play me some mountain music. 

Like Grandma and Grandpa used to play. 

Then I'll float on down the river to the Cajun hideaway. 
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Drift away like Tom Sawyer. 

Ride a raft with old Huck Finn. 

Take a nap like Rip Van Winkle. 

Lay streaming again. 

 

Oh, play me some mountain music. 

Like Grandma and Grandpa used to play. 

Then I'll float on down the river to the Cajun hideaway. 

 

Swim across the river. 

Just to prove that I'm a man. 

Spend the day be ‘in lazy. 

Just be ‘in natures friend. 

(Oohs) Climb a long tall hickory. 

Bending over skin'n cats. 

Playing baseball with chert rocks. 

Using sawmill slats for bats. 

 

Play some back home come on music 

That comes from the heart. 

Play something with lots of feeling. 

Cause that's where music has to start. 

 

Oh, play me some mountain music. 

Like Grandma and Grandpa used to play. 

Then I'll float on down the river to the Cajun hideaway. 

Hey hey 

FIDDLE LEAD Oh, play me mountain music. 

Oh play me mountain music. 

Oh play me mountain music. 

Oh play. FIDDLE 

 

Dallas- High fives the other guys-The Pine Mountain Boys are back! 

The three guys gather around Dallas.  
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Hank- Dallas, we’ve talked it over and we want you to know that we’re behind 

you 100%.   We’ll do whatever it takes to get you and Ellie back together. 

Merle- I say we just put on our camo, black our faces, go over that wall, and grab 

her.  We run into any trouble, we’ll just put a little Chuck Norris on em. Makes 

karate motions. 

Dallas- That’s awful tempting Merle, but I don’t think hunting gear and brute 

force are gonna work on this one.  I’ve got to stop this wedding and make Ellie fall 

in love with me again. 

Willie-I can’t believe I’m saying this, but… Merle’s plan sounds like it has a better 

chance of being successful.  How are you ever going to convince Ellie Broad gesture 

that encompasses the neighborhood they are in to leave all this? 

Dallas- Confidently- Sweet talk boys.  That woman never could resist me when I 

turned on the charm. 

Hank- Seems like she’s resisted you pretty well, Prince Charming.  According to 

Samantha, she ain’t talked to you in nearly a year. 

Dallas- That’s where you guys come in.  I bet you boys have a lot of experience 

with women. 

Willie- Yeah, and 99.9% of it’s bad!  We’re not exactly romantic role models. 

Merle- Especially Willie, you may not have read the fine print in his contract, but 

it says that we can’t perform in any state whose name rhymes with “Lexus”.   

Hank- Why in the world would he do something like that? 

Merle to Willie- MUSIC CUE as he asks, “You want to tell him?” 
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*All the girls who appear in the next three songs, reappear in Act II where we hear their side of 

living with these guys. The staging here is tricky since they need to appear to be a memory 

rather than actual people in this scene.   

Song- All my Exes Live in Texas- Willie- Harmony Key of A 

Willie moves forward, and four girls come in as they are mentioned in the song.   They might 

even push or shove each other as they enter and exit to show their animosity for one another. 

All my ex's live in Texas 

And Texas is the place I'd dearly love to be 

But all my ex's live in Texas 

And that's why I hang my hat in Tennessee 

 

Rosanna's down in Texarkana 

Wanted me to push her broom (tries to hand him a broom) 

Sweet Eileen's in Abilene 

She forgot I hung the moon (shakes her finger at him with a mean look) 

And Allison's in Galveston 

Somehow lost her sanity (flips open a switchblade) 

And Dimple's who now lives in Temple's  

Got the law looking for me (might walk in with a cop) 

 

All my ex's live in Texas 

And Texas is the place I'd dearly love to be 

But all my ex's live in Texas 

And that's why I hang my hat in Tennessee 

 

I remember that old Frio River 

Where I learned to swim 

But it brings to mind another time 
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Where I wore my welcome thin 

By transcendental meditation 

I go there each night 

But I always come back to myself 

Long before daylight 

 

All my ex's live in Texas 

And Texas is the place I'd dearly love to be 

But all my ex's live in Texas 

And that's why I hang my hat in Tennessee 

 

 Some folks think I'm hidin' 

It's been rumored that I died 

But I'm alive and well in Tennessee 

 

Merle- Boy, Willie, you’ve got a bunch of exes. 

Willie- philosophically Actually, I think of them more as “y’s”…… as in y in the world 

did, I marry those gals! 

Hank- Well, obviously, Dallas would be crazy to ask you for relationship advice. 

Willie-scoffs- Well, from what I hear, he probably shouldn’t be asking you either.  

The other day when I was talking to Samantha, she let it slip that there was a little 

trouble in your corner of paradise.  MUSIC CUE- If you don’t mind my asking, 

“What’s going on with you and Jolene?”. 

I’m Gonna Miss Her- Hank Key of Gb 
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During this song Hank moves forward and his wife appears in the same manner as the exes in 

the previous song.  She shakes her finger at him and glares as he sings the first verse then 

throws up her hands and storms off after the first line of the chorus.   

Well I love her[p’” 

But I love to fish 

I spend all day out on the lake 

And Hell is all I catch 

One day she met me at the door 

Said I would have to choose 

If I hit that fishin' hole  today 

She'd be packin' all her things 

And she'd be gone by noon 

 

Well, I'm gonna miss her! ( Jolene storms out) 

When I get home 

right now I'm on this lake shore 

And I'm sittin' in the sun 

I'm sure it'll hit me 

When I walk through that door  tonight 

Yeah, I'm gonna miss her 

Oh, lookie there, I've got a bite 

 

Now there's a chance that if I hurry 

I could beg her to stay 

But that water's right 

And the weather's perfect 

No tellin' what I might catch today 

 

So I'm gonna miss her 
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When I get home 

But right now I'm on this lake shore 

And I'm sittin' in the sun 

I'm sure it'll hit me 

When I walk through that door tonight 

Yeah, I'm gonna miss her 

Oh, lookie there, I've Got A Bite 

Merle- Gestures towards Hank and Willie.  You guys are both hopeless.  I guess it’s up 

to me then.  There’s no question about me being married.   

He moves forward to sing while Willie and Hank continue talking. 

Hank- to Willie- Did you notice that he left out the word, “happily, as in “happily 

married”? Those two have a real communication problem. 

Willie – Laughs- Yeah, she’s the only one that gets to communicate.   Bless his 

heart, that woman talks a blue streak.  MUSIC CUE Merle can barely get a word in 

edge ways.   

I Want to Talk about Me! Merle wanted to be a rapper and this song is almost country rap.  As 

he starts the song, he swings his arms and swaggers in a comedic rap style. His wife, Loretta, 

appears in this scene in the same fashion as the earlier wives.   

Yeah, yeah 

That's right (Loretta animatedly carries on a one-way conversation) 

We talk about your work how your boss is a jerk 

We talk about your church and your head when it hurts 

We talk about the troubles you've been having with your brother 

About your daddy and your mother and your crazy ex-lover 

We talk about your friends and the places that you've been 

We talk about your skin and the dimples on your chin 
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The polish on your toes and the run in your hose 

And God knows we're gonna talk about your clothes 

You know talking about you makes me smile 

But every once in awhile 

 

I want to talk about me. (Loretta exits with dismissive gesture)) 

Want to talk about I 

Want to talk about number one 

Oh my me my 

What I think, what I like, what I know, what I want, what I see 

I like talking about you, you, you, you usually, but occasionally 

I want to talk about me (me me me) 

I want to talk about me (me me me) 

 

We talk about your dreams and we talk about your schemes 

Your football team’s and your moisturizer creme 

We talk about your nanna up in Muncie, Indiana 

We talk about your grandma down in Alabama 

We talk about your guys of every shape and size 

The ones that you despise and the ones you idolize 

We talk about your heart, about your brains and your smarts 

Your medical charts and your come a parts.  

You know talking about you makes me grin 

But every now and then 

 

I want to talk about me 

Want to talk about I 

Want to talk about number one 

Oh my me my 
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What I think, what I like, what I know, what I want, what I see 

I like talking about you, you, you, you usually, but occasionally 

I want to talk about me 

I want to talk about me 

You you you you you you you you you you you you you 

I want to talk about me (spoken) 

I want to talk about me 

Want to talk about I 

Want to talk about number one 

Oh my me my 

What I think, what I like, what I know, what I want, what I see 

I like talking about you, you, you, you usually, but occasionally 

I want to talk about me (me, me, me) 

I want to talk about me. (me,me,me) 

 

Dallas- shakes his head and says to the audience- This is gonna be a lot harder 

than I thought, but maybe between the three of them, they can come up with at 

least one good idea.  Turns back to guys- You guys ready to bust up a party? 

Guys say things like “Let’s do it” and high five.    Lights go out SR as guys gather instruments for 

next scene.  
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• Scene 5- Thursday night 

Lights come up SL and SR.  An engagement party begins in Ellie’s garden.  Well-dressed people 

enter talking, laughing, drinking champagne and eating from tables placed around the scene.   

The PM Boys start playing music next door purposely to spoil the engagement party.  Hank plays 

jug (augmented by bass from band, or guitar while Dallas adds banjo and Dave from the band 

adds guitar with Merle on the fiddle).  Willie goes over to the wall and spies on the party going 

on next door.  Whenever Hobart tries to speak, Willie signals to Merle who does a long loud 

draw on the fiddle (Orange Blossom Special), followed by the sound of a train whistle supplied 

by Willie.  No matter how hard Hobart tries, every time he tries to speak, the fiddle plays. This 

song continues throughout the dialogue next door and only ends when Hobart begins “I Love 

Rock and Roll”  

Hobart Ellie, the Bishop, and Hobart go to a podium to address the party.  Hobart takes the 

microphone and repeatedly tries to say, “Ellie and I would like to welcome all of you to 

our engagement party”, but after being interrupted again and again by music and laughter 

next door, he becomes infuriated, and speaks to the bishop who is standing nearby- What is 

going on over there!  Aren’t there any covenants in this neighborhood?   

Bishop – Hobart, I can say with perfect certainty that there should be covenants 

against fiddles and banjos in every neighborhood!   

Ellie- puzzled comment to Samantha- Some of that music sounds kind of familiar. 

Samantha-glances toward SR and jumps in to divert her mom’s line of thinking- Oh mom, 

country music’s all familiar, just G, C, and D over and over again.  Let’s get you 

some more champagne, shall we? Leads her farther away SL towards a refreshment table.   

Hobart- Follows them- Well, obviously, those people have no sense of etiquette! I 

don’t want to make a scene in front of all our friends, but those people are 
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Enunciates each syllable “cruising for a bruising”!  - Ellie tries to calm him while Merle plays 

a mocking portion of the tune on his fiddle. 

Hobart- angrily points towards SR. Did you hear that?   Now they’re mocking me.  He 

angrily marches towards SR but Ellie restrains him. 

Samantha- I’d stay over here Hobart. You Yankees beat the South the first time.  I 

wouldn’t press my luck again. 

Ellie- glares toward SR- That’s right Darling! Don’t stoop to their level.  

Hobart- Well, I’ve got to do something! It’s time they got a taste of their own 

medicine. A little classic rock and roll might show these… [chokes on the word] 

hicks a thing or two about Hobart Rothchild III.  Let me talk to the band.  He goes 

over and speaks to the band which is shared by both groups.  They nod, MUSIC CUE (As the 

band starts, the PM Boys stop playing next door and the lights dim SR) and Hobart sings, often 

pointedly, towards Dallas’s side of the stage.   

I Love Rock and Roll- Hobart- The entire dinner party including backup singers joins on the 

chorus and sings toward SR.   

I saw her dancing there by the record machine 

I knew she must have been about seventeen 

The beat was going strong 

Playing my favorite song 

And I could tell it wouldn't be long till she was with me, yeah me 

And I could tell it wouldn't be long till she was with me, yeah me 

 

Singing, I love rock and roll 

So put another dime in the jukebox, baby 

I love rock and roll 

So come and take your time and dance with me 
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Ow! 

 

She smiled, so I got up and asked for her name 

But that don't matter, swhe said, 'cause it's all the same 

She said, "Can I take you home 

Where we can be alone?" 

And next we were moving on, she was with me, yeah me 

Next we were moving on, she was with me, yeah me 

 

Singing, I love rock and roll 

So put another dime in the jukebox, baby 

I love rock and roll 

So come and take your time and dance with me 

Ow! 

Break 

She said, "Can I take you home 

Where we can be alone?" 

Next we're moving on, she was with me, yeah me 

And we'll be moving on and singing that same old song, yeah with me 

 

Singing, I love rock and roll 

So put another dime in the jukebox, baby 

I love rock and roll 

So come and take your time and dance with me 

 

I love rock and roll 

So put another dime in the jukebox, baby 

I love rock and roll 

So come and take your time and dance with 
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I love rock and roll 

So put another dime in the jukebox, baby 

I love rock and roll 

So come and take your time and dance with 

 

I love rock and roll 

So put another dime in the jukebox, baby 

I love rock and roll 

So come and take your time and dance with 

 

I love rock and roll 

So put another dime in the jukebox, baby 

I love rock and roll 

So come and take your time and dance with me 

The end of the song is accompanied by silence from the PM Boys next door.  Hobart smirks and 

is congratulated by the people at the dinner party.  People begin to return to the festivities when 

MUSIC CUE they suddenly hear the sound of a lead guitar cranking up next door, lights go 

back up on SR, and the song Don’t Rock the Jukebox begins. 

Don’t Rock the Jukebox Dallas and the PMB Harmony Key of G 

Don't rock the jukebox 

I want to hear some Jones 

'Cause my heart ain't ready 

For the Rolling Stones 

I don't feel like rockin' 

Since my baby's gone 

So don't rock the jukebox 

Play me a country song 
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Before you drop that quarter 

Keep one thing in mind 

You got a heart-broke hillbilly 

Standing here in line 

I've been down and lonely 

Ever since she left 

Before you punch that number 

Could I make one request 

Don't rock the jukebox 

I want to hear some Jones 

'Cause my heart ain't ready 

For the Rolling Stones 

I don't feel like rockin' 

Since my baby's gone 

So don't rock the jukebox 

Play me a country song 

I ain't got nothin' 

Against rock and roll 

But when your heart's been broken 

You need a song that's slow 

There ain't nothin' like a steel guitar 

To drown a memory 

Before you spend your money baby 

Play a song for me 

Don't rock the jukebox 

I want to hear George Jones 

'Cause my heart ain't ready 

For the Rolling Stones 

I don't feel like rockin' 
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Since my baby's gone 

So don't rock the jukebox 

Play me a country song 

Yeah, don't rock the jukebox 

Play me a country song. 

During the song, Samantha and her college friends start dancing, and even some of the guest at 

the dinner party have started to join them, but glares from Hobart and some of the other guests 

finally stop them. After the song ends, Hobart is even more furious. The PM Boys high five and 

take a seat. 

Hobart- throws up his hands- This is ridiculous!  Hobart heads to the bar where he begins 

to talk to the other guests. 
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•  Scene 6-moments later 

Ellie- As Hobart heads to the bar, Ellie, holding an empty champagne glass, sternly motions for 

Samantha to come over to her. Samantha does so reluctantly. Samantha, is there 

something you want to tell me? 

Samantha- evasive- You look so pretty mama!  Would you like some more 

champagne? Takes her glass. 

Ellie- No more champagne! She staggers slightly.  I know why that music over there 

sounds so familiar.  Have your father and his band of misfits moved in next door 

to ruin my engagement party? 

Samantha- I wouldn’t say “ruin” momma, ………...more like…. “stop”.  Daddy says 

he still loves you momma. He told me so himself.  He wants you back! 

Ellie- (interested in spite of herself) He did? (shakes herself back to reality) Oh, Samantha, 

this is outrageous!  I am going to put a stop to this right now!  She walks over and 

comically and somewhat drunkenly climbs over the fence/wall in her evening gown, falls on her 

butt, gets up, and wobbles up to Dallas in her high heels, and puts her finger in his face.  

Ellie- I vowed that I would never speak to you again Dallas Frazier, but I guess I am 

going to have to break that vow.   

Dallas- gets in her face- Ellie, that better be the only vow you’ve been breaking. 

She sticks her finger in Dallas’s chest  

Ellie- You’ve got a lot of gall saying that to me after what you did. 

Dallas- What exactly did I do, Ellie. WHAT DID I DO?  Since you won’t talk to me, I 

don’t really know. 
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Ellie- Two words, CHARLOTTE JOHNSON! 

Dallas-startled and somewhat evasive - That’s crazy Ellie! I (starts stuttering) 

bbbbbarely know that lady. 

Ellie-Sadly- Oh, she’s no lady, and, obviously you know her (mocks his stuttering) 

“rrrrrreal well”.  Biblical well! 

Dallas- Oh, that’s rich coming from a woman who walked out on her husband and 

is about to marry another man. 

Ellie- Grrrr!  What I do with my life is none of your business Dallas Frazier. You are 

not the boss of me!  I don’t know what you think you’re doing barging in here like 

this, but I want you to take those clowns (points at guys) and go back to Alabama.  

Sign the papers!  It’s over! 

Dallas and Ellie have gotten louder and louder throughout their argument, and now they go 

nose to nose glaring at each other angrily.  Samantha has climbed to the top of the wall and is 

listening to her parents fight.  The guys have backed away to a safe distance but wave and say,  

Guys- Hey Ellie! 

Ellie glares at them briefly and then glares back at Dallas. 

Willie who has had his hands over his face during the fight asks Hank-  

Willie- Has he charmed her yet? 

Hank- He’s trying. 

Merle-also not looking- How’s it working out? 

Hank- You might want to go get your camo. 
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Dallas- Calmly- I ain’t leaving Ellie, and I ain’t signing no papers.  In spite of 

everything that’s happened, I still love you.  Do you remember that hit song I 

wrote about you?  Those words are as true today as they were back then.  He 

opens his mouth to sing.   

Ellie- Appalled and panicked Ellie puts her hand over his mouth. - I hate that song.  Don’t 

you dare sing that song!  You hear me Dallas Frasier!  I’m just Ellie now.  E-L-L-I-E!  

Don’t you dare embarrass me in front of those folks.   

Dallas- I’m not here to embarrass you Ellie.  I’m here to get you back.  You don’t 

belong in a place like this.  He grabs her arm and in a commanding tone says, Get your 

stuff!  We’re going home. 

Ellie- pulls free- I’m not going anywhere with you Dallas Frazier!  You don’t tell me 

what to do!  You go home!  Ellie gathers up her skirts and struggles back over the 

fence/wall where she is helped down by Samantha. 

Dallas gets a determined look on his face alarming the guys.  He goes over and starts talking to 

the band. 

Merle - Don’t do it Dallas! 

Hank- It’s a really bad idea Dallas! 

Willie -shrugs and says to the audience – Hey, it was our biggest hit.  I’ll sing it.  

Dallas grabs a microphone, bangs on it with his hand a couple of times to see if it is working, 

and then speaks toward the dinner party next door.  Ellie leans against the wall between them, 

stops a waiter, grabs two glasses of champagne and downs both in quick succession.  She 

occasionally covers her face and glares back angrily towards Dallas’s side of the stage.  Dallas 

addresses Ellie and the people on the other side of the wall. 
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Dallas- Many years ago, I fell in love with the most beautiful woman I’d ever seen.  

I’ve let things kind of get out of hand, but I wrote this song about her back then, 

and maybe hearing it again will remind her of all the good times we had.  Shouts 

towards SL- I STILL LOVE YOU BABY!  Looks back at the band.  Hit it boys. MUSIC CUE 

Elvira- Dallas and Pine Mt. Boys Harmony Key of C 

Eyes that look like heaven, lips like sherry wine 

That girl can sure enough make my little light shine 

I get a funny feelin' up and down my spine 

Cause I know that my Elvira's mine (Ellie hangs her head in shame as dinner party guest 

excitedly point at her.  Some laugh) 

 

So I'm singin' 

Elvira, Elvira 

My heart's on fire for Elvira 

Giddy up oom poppa omm poppa mow mow 

Giddy up oom poppa omm poppa mow mow 

Heigh-ho silver, away 

 

Tonight I'm gonna meet her at the hungry house cafe 

And I'm gonna give her all the love I can 

She's gonna jump and holler 'cause I saved up my last two dollars 

We're gonna search and find that preacher man 

 

Now I'm a singin' 

Elvira, Elvira 

My heart's on fire Elvira 

Giddy up oom poppa omm poppa mow mow 
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Giddy up oom poppa omm poppa mow mow 

Heigh-ho silver, away 

 

Key change to fade out 

 

After Dallas triumphantly finishes the song, he climbs to top of the wall/fence to see if it has had 

any effect.  He sticks his head over.  Ellie sees him, grabs a pie from a nearby dessert table and 

slams it into his face.  She angrily stomps off SL pursued by Hobart who gestures back towards 

Dallas in some way to indicate that he is winning in the battle for Ellie’s affections.  The dinner 

guests applaud the couple as they exit. Dallas looks at the audience from the top of the wall and 

wipes the pie from his face. 

Lights out.  Curtains close. 

 

End of Act One 

  


